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INTERNATIONAL  SOCIETY  OF  ANTIQUE  SCALE  COLLECTORS 


CITY  OF  "BROTHERLY  LOVE"  AWAITS  US. 

If  the  post  office  does  its  job  in  a  timely  manner,  you  should  be 
getting  this  Newsletter  toward  the  end  of  April,  which  mean  that  two 
weeks  hence  —  May  11  to  13,  to  be  exact  --  our  Philadelphia  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  getting  underway.  Our  co-chairmen,  Emil  Cohn  and  Lew 
Weiss,  report  that  the  proverbial  red  carpet  will  be  laid  out  for  an 
expected  80  to  100  members,  spouses,  and  guests,  and  that  their  good¬ 
time  plans  are  falling  into  place  nicely.  They  also  tell  us  that 
there's  still  time  for  members  who  like  to  do  things  on  the  spur  of 
the  moment  to  sign  up.  All  a  last-minute,  it-sounds-too-good-to-miss 
collector  need  do  is  call  Emil  (215/836-9292)  or  Lew  (215/884-3810) 
and  ask  to  be  counted  in.  So  if  you're  not  yet  registered,  pick  up 
the  phone  and  do  it  now.  You'll  be  in  store  for  a  great  weekend. 

WHO'S  WHO  AND  WHO'S  NEW. 

This  is  that  time  of  year  when  we  burn  the  midnight  oil  to  update  and 
produce  the  annual  ISASC  membership  directory,  and  we're  pleased  (and 
very  relieved)  to  tell  you  it's  a  done  deal  and  that  the  finished 
product  is  enclosed.  This  year,  our  North  American  chapter  roster 
lists  239  members  (an  all-time  high  and  a  gain  of  18  over  last  year) , 
of  which  230  are  from  the  U.S.  and  nine  from  Canada.  So  dig  out  your 
directory  binder,  toss  out  the  1989  directory  (and  quarterly  supple¬ 
ments)  ,  and  insert  the  1990  edition.  That'll  bring  you  up  to  snuff  as 
to  who  your  fellow  collectors  are  and  where  to  find  them. 


(over) 


(2) 


ADDING  TO  OUR  FONT  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

Even  though  our  directory  provides  valuable  information,  we  know  for 
sure  it's  not  enough  to  satisfy  our  members'  on-going  quest  for 
knowledge,  so  we're  most  pleased  to  enclose  the  brand-new  EQM  Index  we 
told  you  about  last  January.  As  you  can  see,  it's  a  companion  piece 
to  our  original  Index,  but  with  a  fundamental  difference  in  format; 
namely,  that  it  lists  all  EQM  articles  chronologically  by  title  over  a 
12-year  period.  Your  officers  unanimously  endorsed  the  project, 
including  a  rather  substantial  printing  cost,  and  agreed  that  this 
Index  should  be  an  ISASC  benefit  provided  at  no  cost  to  every  member, 
including  new  ones  as  they  join.  Again,  we  want  to  acknowledge  our 
gratitude  to  Tod  Carley,  Director  Emeritus,  who  conceived  the  idea  for 
the  Index  and  then  spent  many  hours  compiling  the  information.  And 
finally,  for  those  of  you  who  already  own  a  copy  of  our  original 
Index,  we've  found  that  the  original  handily  tucks  inside  the 
centerfold  of  the  new  one,  thereby  enabling  them  to  be  kept  together 
for  easy  cross-reference.  Happy  hunting! 

FINE  ART. . .CONTINUED. 

Last  January,  we  sent  you  a  limited-edition  reproduction  of  a  famed 
feline  in  a  novel  pose  reflecting  a  love  of  metrology.  Not  wanting  to 
tax  your  capacity  for  art  appreciation,  we  held  off  until  now  before 
sending  you  the  second  one.  With  a  great  deal  of  pride  we  hereby 
enclose  it,  acknowledging  with  reverence  the  talent  of  the  gifted 
artist,  whose  identity,  alas,  is  unknown.  Nevertheless,  we're  certain 
your  high  cultural  standards  will  impel  you  to  prominently  display 
these  stunning  examples  of  fine  art.  And  from  time  to  time,  as  we 
come  across  other  such  treasures,  you  can  expect  us  to  provide  you 
with  more  additions  to  your  gallery  wall. 
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SCALES  FOR  SALE. 

Billie  Eaches,  widow  of  one  of  ISASC's  pioneers,  Albert  Eaches,  sent 
us  a  letter  she  received  on  February  24  from  Israel  which  we  think  is 
best  transmitted  verbatim,  as  follows: 

P.0.  Box  23381,  T . A .  61231,  Israel;  Tel  (0)52-445134. 

Dear  Mrs.  Eaches, 

I  am  interested  in  selling  a  collection  of  old  and  antique 
scales,  balances,  etc.;  also  some  weights.  I  am  unable  to 
prepare  a  list,  photographs,  etc.,  at  this  period,  but  would 
be  glad  to  show  the  collection  to  members  visiting  Israel. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Unfortunately,  the  signature  was  virtually  unreadable,  but  the  address 
and  phone  number  were  quite  legible,  so  if  any  member  is  Israel  bound 
and  interested,  contact  with  the  owner  can  be  made  by  writing  or 
calling.  And  who  knows?  It  could  be  the  discovery  of  the  year. 

ACCOLADE  FOR  AN  OMBUDSMAN. 

From  time  to  time  our  attention  is  directed  to  one  of  our  most 
estimable  members,  Dr.  E.  Fritz  Schmerl,  whose  accomplishments  extend 
well  beyond  his  knowledge  of  metrology.  We've  known  for  many  years  of 
Fritz's  talents  as  an  inventor  and  author,  and  recently  we  learned 
that  in  1978  he  was  a  co-founder  of  Ombudsman.  Inc.  Alameda  County. 
This  organization  provides  a  helping  hand  to  residents  of  300  nursing 
and  board  and  care  homes  in  Alameda  County,  and  Fritz's  efforts  in 
creating  a  corps  of  outside  advocates  to  look  after  these  frail  and 
elderly  citizens  was  the  occasion  of  a  reception  in  his  honor  this 
past  March  16.  (And  10  days  prior,  he  gave  a  lecture  on  the  history 
of  weighing  to  a  group  of  physicians  at  Samuel  Merritt  Hospital  in 
Oakland!)  Fritz's  dedication  to  community  service  is  obvious  to  one 
and  all,  and  we  join  his  many  friends  in  saluting  him. 
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"ASK  JERRY"  GETS  SOME  ASKING. 

In  the  last  issue  of  this  newsletter,  we  announced  our  "Ask  Jerry" 
service,  whereby  members  could  put  questions  of  any  sort  about  scales 
and  scale-collecting  to  Jerry  Katz,  our  metrology  guru,  and  he  would 
do  his  best  to  answer  them.  That  he's  done  with  the  first  two 
requests  to  come  in,  one  of  which  was  succinct  enough  to  allow  us  to 
pass  it  on  to  our  members-at-large  in  case  one  or  more  can  provide 
some  addi-tional  information.  Here's  the  question  from  new  member, 

Tom  Smith  (listed  in  the  directory,  of  course,  should  you  wish  to 
contact  him) :  "I  would  like  to  learn  about  two-pan  analytical 
balances  and  their  present  value  structure." 

The  "Ask  Jerry"  Service  will  continue,  and  we'd  like  to  suggest  to 
those  members  using  it  that  they  make  their  questions  as  short  as 
possible  so  we  can  include  them  on  a  regular  basis  in  future 
newsletters.  (By  the  way,  the  other  inquiry  of  Jerry  came  from  member 
Don  Schoenly,  and  while  somewhat  complex,  had  to  do  with  an  Averv 
scale.  We're  sure  Jerry  referred  Don  to  Averv  articles  that  have 
appeared  in  past  issues  of  EQM  and  which  are  referenced  in  our 
original  Index.  Don  also  will  be  able  to  locate  them  by  referring  to 
our  new  Index,  which  goes  to  show  you  just  how  helpful  both  can  be.) 

AND  FROM  ANOTHER  EXPERT... 

namely,  member  Ruth  Willard,  comes  word  of  the  availability  at  a 
special  sale  price  of  a  book  titled  Historical  Metrology  by  A. E . 
Berriman.  Ruth  calls  it  a  "hard-to-f ind  classic,"  and  here's  what  the 
catalog  listing  says  about  it:  HISTORICAL  METROLOGY.  A  classic  work 
on  a  subject  not  usually  dealt  with  at  length,  this  is  an  analysis  of 
the  archaeological  and  historical  evidence  relating  to  weights  and 
measures.  Includes  material  from  ancient  India,  China,  Russia  and 
Babylon.  Reprint  edition  1969:  224  pages.  (Greenwood) 
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According  to  the  listing,  the  regular  price  is  $35  but  the  special 
sale  price  is  $9.95.  To  order,  specify  the  title,  author,  and 
catalog  number  53706,  and  send  your  check  for  $13.95  ($9.95  plus  $4.00 
handling)  to  The  Scholars  Bookshelf,  51  Everett  Drive,  Princeton  Jet, 
NJ  08550.  (New  Jersey  residents,  add  sales  tax.)  If  you're 
interested,  we  suggest  you  place  your  order  promptly,  as  the  sale  ends 
May  31,  1990. 

ASIDE  TO  LETTER  SCALE  COLLECTORS. 

Those  of  you  who  have  an  interest  in  not  only  letter  and  parcel  scales 
but  in  things  tangential  to  them  (in  particular,  stamps)  might  like  to 
know  that  Margie  Stein  recently  heard  on  the  radio  an  English  musical 
group,  the  Cleo  Lane  Jazz  Combo,  promoting  their  new  song  titled 
"Adventures  of  Penny  Black."  As  many  of  you  know,  the  Penny  Black, 
issued  in  1840,  was  the  very  first  postage  stamp,  and  the  Cleo  Lane 
spokesman  explained  that  the  song  was  written  to  commemorate  the 
150th  anniversary  of  postage  stamps.  Margie  and  I  are  smitten  with 
curiosity,  so  if  any  of  you  out  there  can  tell  us  more  about  the  song 
or  how  we  may  obtain  the  recording,  please  let  us  hear  from  you. 

SO  MUCH  FOR  NOW. 

We're  back  on  schedule  with  our  EQM  mailings,  all  seems  well  on  the 
scale  front,  and  we're  eagerly  looking  forward  to  our  get-together  in 
Philadelphia,  about  which  we'll  give  those  who  can't  be  with  us  a  full 
report  in  July. 


Fraternally, 


